
How do I submit art?

Benefiting... 

F  A  Q s
19th Annual Children’s Book Art Auction & Reception

What should I submit?
• Preferred size is no larger than 18”x 28” raw.
• No framing or matting. We’ll be uniformly mounting each 

piece of donated art for display in the auction.
• Please do not send posters or books unless they relate to 

your donated work.
• Signed books related to a piece are accepted with thanks.

Complete the Art Donation Form and mail it with the art to 
Kristen Gilligan Vlahos, auction manager, at the American 
Booksellers Association at the address shown on the dona-
tion form.

 

The deadline for donations is April 29.

What do I get?
Besides our warm thanks and the satisfaction of supporting free speech:

• Tickets for you and a guest to attend the auction and reception on Wednesday, May 29, 2013 in the River Pavilion at the Jacob 
K. Javits Convention Center in New York City from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

• All auction art donations are tax deductible.
• Your information will be included in a variety of marketing pieces leading up to the event, in the Event Program, and through 

various social media outlets.

What happens to my art after I send it?
We promise to take special care of your piece of art! When it arrives at the ABA offices, it will be carefully opened, we’ll check to 
make sure you’ve filled out all the info on the Art Donation Form, log it, photograph it for our Online Preview on Flickr, tweet it, 
Facebook it, Pin it, (you get the idea), mount it and add a protective covering, order and label it for the auction, package it, store it 
safely and securely until it’s time to deliver it to the big event. It will be beautifully displayed at the auction and we’ll make sure that 
it’s well packed for its journey to its new home. It’s a lot of work, which is why we ask that you get it to us by our deadline!

The Annual Children’s Book Art Silent Auction and Reception has been a highlight of children’s programming at BookExpo America 
for the last 19 years. It is presented by the American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression (ABFFE) and the ABC Children’s 
Group at the American Booksellers Association. It is the only annual event where the entire children’s book industry is in the same 
room, including booksellers, publishers, authors, artists, illustrators, other industry professionals, and fans of illustrated children’s 
books and supporters of the free speech rights of young readers. 

What is the auction all about?

What is new this year?
ABFFE is asking artists to create original pieces in honor of Maurice Sendak, who inspired so many artists and illustrators and was a 
champion of free speech. The memorial art will be displayed in a special section of the auction at BEA.
 
ABFFE will conduct an online auction the week before the BEA auction. Artists will be able to request the auction they prefer for their 
work. They can also donate to ABFFE’s holiday online auction, which is held in late November.

What will A B F F E do with the money raised at the auction?
ABFFE, the bookseller’s voice in the fight against censorship, is a leader in the fight against book censorship. Auction proceeds sup-
port the Kids’ Right to Read Project (KRRP), which ABFFE co-founded with the National Coalition Against Censorship. KRRP provides 
support to students, parents, teachers and librarians who are fighting challenges in their communities. ABFFE is also a principal 
sponsor of Banned Books Week, the only national celebration of the freedom to read. (This year’s celebration is Sept. 22-28.) ABFFE 
also opposes legislation the restricts the free speech rights of young readers.
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